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At  AAA  i n  the  cont ro l  of  rodents ,  we  use  second -genera t ion
ant i coagu lan ts  (SGARs ) .  They  a re  an  e f f i c ien t  and  prac t i ca l  so lu t ion
to  rodent  i n fes ta t ions  i n  many  urban  and  ru ra l  s i tua t ions ,  br ing ing
subs tan t i a l  bene f i t s  i n  food  hyg iene ,  pub l i c  hea l th  and  an ima l  husbandry .
I f  tho rough ly  and  e f fec t i ve ly  app l ied ,  wi l l  permi t  the  cont inued  use  of
an t i coagu lan ts  wi th  the  min imum  adverse  impac ts  on  non - t a rge ts .
 

 

We  suppor t  The  Campa ign  fo r  respons ib le  Rodent ic ide  Use  (CRRU )  who  have  been
g iven  the  t ask  of  deve lop ing  the  UK  SGAR  Stewardsh ip  Reg ime ,  wi th  ass i s tance
f rom  a  wide  r ange  of  s takeho lde r  organ i sa t ions ,  and  wi l l  co -ord ina te
imp lementa t ion .  The  Reg ime  i s  i n tended  to  prov ide  assu rance  to  the  Hea l th  and
Sa fe ty  Execut i ve ,  the  government  body  respons ib le  fo r  regu la t ion  of  rodent ic ides



PEST CONTROL - 

RODENTS

Rodents  pose  a  th rea t  to  peop le ’s  hea l th  and  to  hea l th  and  hyg iene  i n
an ima l  husbandry .  They  may  cause  s ign i f i can t  damage  to  commodi t i es ,
espec ia l l y  s to red  food  and  an ima l  f eeds ,  and  to  the  f ab r i c  of  bu i ld ings  and
in f ras t ruc tu re ,  such  as  e lec t r i ca l  cab les ,  dra ins  and  sewers .  I n  par t i cu la r ,  rodents
pose  a  r i sk  to  food  sa fe ty  and  food  hyg iene  because  they  a re  a t t rac ted  to  a reas
where  food  i s  s to red ,  prepared  and  so ld  and  because  many  food -borne  pathogens
a re  ca r r i ed  by  rodents  and  t r ansmi t ted  to  humans ,  pets  and  to  f a rm  l i ves tock .

Cons ide r  a l l  ava i l ab le  cont ro l s  –  not  j us t  the  use  of  rodent ic ides  –  i nc lud ing
s imp le  measures  such  as  c lea r ing  away  rubb i sh  and  proo f ing  of  bu i ld ings .
I t  i s  impor tan t  tha t  fo l low ing  the  app l i ca t ion  of  measures  to  reduce  rodent
numbers  you  shou ld  cons ide r  ways  of  improv ing  env i ronmenta l  management  a t  the
s i te .  Th is  shou ld  prov ide  e f fec t i ve  l ong - t e rm  cont ro l  of  rodent  i n fes ta t ions .  You
shou ld  concent ra te  par t i cu la r l y  on  improv ing  hyg iene  and  proo f ing ,  main tenance
and  repa i r  of  bu i ld ings .
A l though  they  may  be  cos t l y  and  requ i re  f r equent  main tenance ,  measures  to
p revent  the  i ng ress  of  rodents  i n to  bu i ld ings  prov ide  a  l ong - t e rm  so lu t ion  to
rodent  prob lems  and  a re  usua l l y  wi thout  adverse  impac ts .
 

Opera t ions  i n tended  to  prevent  rodent  access  to  foods tu f f s ,  such  as  the  use  of
rodent -proo f  b ins  and  c lose - f i t t i ng  doors ,  a re  a l so  l i ke ly  to  be  subs tan t i a l l y  f r ee
f rom  non - t a rge t  impac ts .  I n  order  to  dete r  rodent  i n fes ta t ions ,  s i tes  shou ld  be
c lea red  of  a l l  debr i s ,  rubb i sh ,  o ld  mach ine ry  and  equ ipment ,  unwanted  s to res  of
s t raw  and  hay ,  e tc .  Vegeta t ion  shou ld  be  c lea red  a round  bu i ld ings  to  prov ide  open
per imete r  and  immed ia te  su r round ings ,  so  tha t  natu ra l  preda to rs  can  t ake  rodents .
 

Trapp ing  has  seve ra l  advantages .  Any  an ima ls  t aken  can  be  removed  f rom  the  s i te
and  obv ious ly  the re  a re  no  chemica l  res idues .  However ,  i f  not  done  proper l y
t rapp ing  may  have  a  det r imenta l  impac t  on  non - t a rge t  an ima ls .
 

Rout ine  i nspec t ions  and  repa i r  to  i den t i f i ed  f au l t s  or  damage  shou ld  be
implemented .  I n  most  s i tua t ions  i t  i s  bes t  to  cont ro l  the  rodent  i n fes ta t ion  befo re
ca r ry ing  out  any  proo f ing  work .  Al though  the re  may  be  some  add i t iona l  cos t ,  the
improvements  wi l l  bene f i t  the  rodent  cont ro l  and  prevent ion  programme  i n  the
long  t e rm .  
Meta l  ba f f l es  a round  se rv ices  such  as  cab les  and  p ipes  and  k ick  p la tes  on  the
lower  edges  of  doors  wi l l  prevent  them  be ing  gnawed  by  rodents .  Door  access  tha t
i s  on ly  requ i red  occas iona l l y  can  be  t empora r i l y  proo fed  by  add ing  a  concre te
f i l l e t  or  wi re  mesh  to  the  vu lne rab le  ground  l eve l  sec t ions .  Depend ing  on  the
c i rcumstances ,  dra inage  p ipes  or  gu l l i es  shou ld  be  proo fed  by  f i t t i ng  gr i l l es ,  f l aps ,
c rushed  wi re  mesh  or  othe r  su i tab le  mate r i a l s .

INFESTATIONS

TREATMENT & PROOFING
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I n  commerc ia l  premises ,  pub l i c  bu i ld ings  or  on  agr icu l tu ra l
l and ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  es tab l i sh  who  to  repor t  to  on  s i te  and  i f  the re  a re
par t s  of  the  s i te  where  pes t  cont ro l  t echn ic ians  may  have  res t r i c ted /no  access .
I f  the  s i te  has  been
t rea ted  befo re ,  i t  i s  good  prac t i ce  to  rev iew  the  prev ious  s t ra teg ies ,  adv ice
and  poten t i a l  prob lems  assoc ia ted  wi th  the  s i te  befo re  v i s i t ing .  I t  i s
impor tan t  to  i nvo lve  any  persons  respons ib le  fo r  the  s i te  when  cons ide r ing  the
range  of  rodent  cont ro l  measures ,  you  i n tend  to  adopt .  I f  prev ious  adv ice  has
not  been  fo l lowed ,  then  th i s  wi l l  need  to  be  rev i s i ted ,  under l in ing  the
impor tance  of  env i ronmenta l  management  i n  the  success fu l  cont ro l  of  rodent
popu la t ions .
 

Areas  of  Use
 

“ I ndoors ”  i s  def ined  as :
 

S i tua t ions  where  the  ba i t  i s  p laced  wi th in  a  bu i ld ing  or  othe r  enc losed  s t ruc tu re
and  where  the  t a rge t  i s  l i v ing  or  f eed ing  predominant l y  wi th in  tha t  bu i ld ing  or
s t ruc tu re ;  and  beh ind  c losed  doors .  I f  rodents  l i v ing  outs ide  a  bu i ld ing  can  move
f ree ly  to  where  the  ba i t  i s  l a id  wi th in  the  bu i ld ing ,  then  products  res t r i c ted  to  use
indoors  shou ld  NOT  be  used .  Open  barns  or  bu i ld ings  and  t amper - res i s tan t  ba i t
s ta t ions  p laced  i n  open  a reas  a re  not  c lass i f i ed  as  i ndoors .  However ,  sewers  or
c losed  dra ins  a re  cons ide red  to  be  ‘ i ndoors  s i tua t ions ’ .
 

“Open  a reas ”  i s  a  new  t e rm  wi thout  a  conc i se  def in i t ion .
As  above ,  European  Commiss ion  documents  desc r ibe  uses  “a round  f a rm land ,  parks
and  go l f  courses ”  as  t yp ica l  of  open  a rea  app l i ca t ions .  The  t e rm  i s  a l so  used  when
“ rodent ic ides  a re  used  to  reduce  impac ts  on  game  rea r ing  or  outs ide  ( i . e .  i n  f i e ld )

food  s to res  (pota to /sugar  beet  c lamps ) ” .  An  open  a rea  i s  the re fo re  one  tha t  f i t s
ne i the r  of  the  two  preced ing  def in i t ions  and  i s  an  urban ,  suburban  or  ru ra l  space
tha t  i s  not  d i rec t l y  assoc ia ted  wi th  a  bu i ld ing .
 

“Outdoors ”  was  used  i n  the  UK  as  a  regu la to ry  t e rm  fo r  p laces  where  ba i t s  cou ld  be
app l ied  tha t  were  not  res t r i c ted  to  “ i ndoors ”  (see  above  def in i t ion )  but  i s  no  l onger
used  on  rodent ic ide  l abe l s .  Cont inued  use  may  cause  con fus ion ,  espec ia l l y  i f  i t  i s
employed  i n  assoc ia t ion  wi th  the  t e rm  ‘ i n  and  a round  bu i ld ings ’ ,  f rom  which  i t
d i f f e r s  s ign i f i can t l y .
 

PUTTING PLANS IN PLACE
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You  shou ld  ca r ry  out  a  s i te  su rvey  to  es tab l i sh  the  t ype ,  l eve l  and  ex ten t
o f  the  i n fes ta t ion .  The  su rvey  wi l l  he lp  you  to  i den t i f y  impor tan t  f ac to rs
(e .g .  the  degree  of  pub l i c  access  to  the  s i te ;  the  presence  of  ch i ld ren  and  non -

t a rge t  an ima ls ,  such  as  pets ,  f a rm  l i ves tock  and  wi ld l i f e )  tha t  wi l l  i n f luence  your
cho ice  of  cont ro l  s t ra teg ies  fo r  tha t  s i te .  
Dur ing  the  su rvey ,  t r y  to  es tab l i sh  the  rodents ’  food  and  wate r  sources .  Reduc ing
the  ava i l ab i l i t y  of  a l te rna t i ve  food  and  wate r  a t  the  s ta r t  of  the  t rea tment ,  or
shor t l y  a f te rwards ,  can  encourage  rodents  to  f eed  on  your  ba i t .  Where  the re  a re
ra t s  present  you  shou ld  note  obv ious  defec ts  such  as  broken  p ipes ,  defec t i ve
sewer  chamber  covers ,  bad  br ickwork ,  ha l f  channe l s  i ns ide  br ickwork ,  s toppers
miss ing  f rom  the  rodd ing  eye  or  su r face  wate r  gu l l i es  and  br ing  them  to  the
a t ten t ion  of  the  respons ib le  person ,  where  app l i cab le .
Where  the re  i s  an  obv ious  r i sk  tha t  may  a l low  r a t  i nvas ion  f rom  ne ighbour ing
proper t i es ,  i t  i s  good  prac t i ce  to  t e l l  the  respons ib le  person  of  the  r i sk  tha t  th i s
may  pose  and  where  appropr ia te  repor t  i t  to  the  l oca l  author i t y ,  who  may  be  ab le
to  t ake  appropr ia te  ac t ion .

 

COSHH  assessment
Contro l  of  Substances  Hazardous  to  Heal th  Regulat ions  2002
( the  COSHH  assessment )  and  the  Management  of  Hea l th  and  Sa fe ty  a t  Work
Regu la t ions  1999  requ i re  assessments  a re  ca r r i ed  out  to  i den t i f y  any  r i sks  to
opera to rs  and  othe rs  who  may  be  a f fec ted  by  t rea tments  i nvo lv ing  haza rdous
subs tances .
There  i s  a  requ i rement  to  reco rd  the  f i nd ings  of  the  assessment  un less  they  a re  so
s imp le  tha t  they  can  be  eas i l y  reca l l ed  and  the  conc lus ions  exp la ined  a t  any  t ime .  
However ,  sma l l  compan ies  wi th  f ewer  than  f i ve  employees  a re  not  requ i red  to  keep
a  wr i t ten  reco rd ,  a l though  i t  i s  good  prac t i ce  to  do  so .  The  COSHH  assessment  wi l l
he lp  ensure  tha t  any  rodent ic ide  product  you  se lec t ,  and  i t s  method  of  app l i ca t ion ,
w i l l  resu l t  i n  e f fec t i ve  pes t  cont ro l  wi th  l eas t  r i sk  to  yourse l f  and  anyone  e l se  who
may  come  i n to  contac t  wi th  the  rodent ic ide .

 

Env i ronmenta l  r i sk  assessment
I t  i s  good  prac t i ce  to  conduct  an  env i ronmenta l  r i sk  assessment  when  a  r i sk  to  the
env i ronment  has  been  i den t i f i ed  dur ing  the  s i te  su rvey .
 

Th is  assessment  wi l l  cons ide r  the  fo l low ing :
•  which  pro tec ted  spec ies  may  be  present  i n  or  near  the  t rea tment  s i te ,
•  what  r i sks  to  non - t a rge t  spec ies  have  been  i den t i f i ed ,
•  summar i se  s teps  t aken  to  prevent ,  or  cont ro l ,  exposure  of  wi ld l i f e  &  env i ronment
•  what  a re  the  f ac i l i t i e s  fo r  the  sa fe  d isposa l  of  dead  rodents  and  rodent ic ides ,
•  what  fo l low  up  measures  a re  requ i red ,
 

I t  i s  good  prac t i ce  to  reco rd  th i s  assessment  i n  wr i t ing .

SITE SURVEYS
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Record
Make  a  wr i t ten  reco rd  of  where  you  have  p laced  the  ba i t ,  which  rodent ic ide  was
used  and  how  much  ba i t  has  been  l a id .  For  complex  and /or  l a rge  s i tes  ask  the
c l i en t  fo r  a  s i te  map  or  i f  not  ava i l ab le  make  one  yourse l f .  Record  the  pos i t ions
where  ba i t  has  been  l a id .  I n fo rm  employees  and  othe rs  wi th  regu la r  access  to  the
s i te  tha t  a  rodent ic ide  t rea tment  i s  i n  p lace  and  of  the  products  i nvo lved  and  any
precaut iona ry  ac t ions  they  shou ld  t ake .
 

Moni tor ing
I f  you  have  dec ided  tha t  the  app l i ca t ion  of  a  rodent ic ide  i s  needed  and  the
t rea tment  phase  i s  underway ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to  moni to r  i t  regu la r l y  to  t r ack  i t s
p rogress .  
 

Dur ing  rev i s i t s  you  shou ld :
•  sea rch  fo r ,  remove  and  sa fe ly  d ispose  of  any  ca rcases ,
•  make  su re  the re  i s  enough  ba i t  ava i l ab le ,
•  check  tha t  the  ba i t ing  po in ts  rema in  secure ,
•  check  fo r  ev idence  of  non - t a rge t  mice /vo les  ga in ing  access  to  ba i t s ,
•  dea l  wi th  sp i l l ages  or  othe r  prob lems  as  they  occur ,  and
•  observe  progress  of  the  t rea tment .
 

Ef fec t i ve  moni to r ing  needs  a  re l i ab le  reco rd ing  sys tem  which  wi l l  enab le  you  to
iden t i f y  prob lems  as  the  t rea tment  progresses .  Th is  i nc ludes ,  fo r  example ,  a
reduc t ion  i n  e f f i cacy  of  a  usua l l y  e f fec t i ve  rodent ic ide .  Such  observa t ions  shou ld
prompt  a  rev iew  of  your  t rea tment  s t ra tegy .
 

Replen ish ing  bai t
Once  l a id ,  ba i t s  shou ld  be  i nspec ted  f r equent l y  and  where  ba i t  has  been  ea ten ,  i t
shou ld  be  rep len i shed  as  necessa ry  accord ing  to  the  schedu le  on  the  product
labe l .  Dete rmine  how  f r equent l y  you  need  to  i nspec t  ba i t s  f rom  the  l abe l
ins t ruc t ions  and  the  charac te r i s t i cs  of  the  i n fes ta t ion .  As  a  genera l  gu ide ,  ba i t s
shou ld  be  i nspec ted  and  rep len i shed  ( i f  necessa ry )  no  l a te r  than  seven  days  a f te r
they  were  f i r s t  l a id  and  a t  l eas t  fo r tn igh t l y  the rea f te r .
 

More  f r equent  v i s i t s  wi l l  be  requ i red  a t  s i tes  wi th  l a rge r  i n fes ta t ions ,  where
bur row  ba i t ing  has  been  used  and  where  the re  a re  spec i f i c  r i sks  of  ba i t
d i s tu rbance  and  exposure  to  humans  and  non - t a rge t  an ima ls .

GUIDANCE FOR TREATMENT
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You  can  get  fu r the r  adv ice  on  dea l ing  wi th  rodent  i n fes ta t ions  f rom

rodent ic ide  manufac tu re r s  and  d is t r ibu to rs  and  a l so  f rom:

 

•  Br i t i sh  Pest  Contro l  Assoc ia t ion  (BPCA )

Te l :  01332  294288  

Webs i te :  ht tp : / /www.bpca .o rg .uk

 

•  Nat iona l  Pest  Technic ians  Assoc ia t ion  (NPTA )

Te l :  01773  717  716

Webs i te :  ht tp : / /www.npta .o rg .uk

 

•  Char tered  Ins t i tu te  of  Env i ronmenta l  Heal th  (CIEH )

Te l :  020  7928  6006

Webs i te :  ht tp : / /www.c ieh .o rg

 

•  Env i ronment  Agency  (EA )

Te l :  03708  506  506

Webs i te :  www.gov .uk /governmento rgan i sa t ions /env i ronment -agency

 

•  Natura l  England  (NE )

Te l :  0845  600  3078

Web :  www.na tu ra leng land .o rg .uk /about  us /contac t  us /defau l t . aspx

 

•  Depar tment  fo r  Env i ronment ,  Food  and  Rura l  Af fa i rs  (Defra )

Te l :  0345  9335577

Webs i te :  www.gov .uk /government /organ i sa t ions /depar tment - fo r -

env i ronment - food - ru ra l -a f fa i r s

 

For  guidance  on  the  l eg is la t ion ,  consu l t  the  Heal th  and  Safety

Execut ive  (HSE )

I n fo l ine :  03000  031747

Webs i te :  ht tp : / /www.hse .gov .uk / i ndex .h tml

 

For  guidance  on  env i ronmenta l  r i sk  assessment ,  go  to :

ht tp : / /www. th inkwi ld l i f e .o rg /?wpdmact=process&d id=OC5ob3RsaW5r

FURTHER ADVICE


