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There  a re  a round  2500  d i f fe ren t  spec ies  of  f l eas  desc r ibed
wor ldwide  wi th  anothe r  500 -awa i t ing  c lass i f i ca t ion .   The  f l ea  of
modern  homes  i n  the  Weste rn  Wor ld  i s  the  ca t  f l ea ,  respons ib le  f ro
a round  70%  of  a l l  f l ea  compla in t s .  Other  spec ies  i nc lude  the  dog  f l ea ,
found  on  humans  and  pets ,  par t i cu la r l y  i n  the i r  bedd ing ,  and  the  human
f lea ,  i s  a l so  found  on  humans ,  i n  bedrooms  and  i s  capab le  of  breed ing  on
p igs ,badgers ,  foxes  and  hedgehogs .  
 

F leas  va ry  i n  s i ze  f rom  1mm,  such  as  the  r abb i t  f l ea ,  to  the  mole  f l ea  tha t  can  be
up  to  8mm.  F leas  va ry  f rom  be ing  l i gh t  brown  i n  co lour  to  near l y  b lack  a l though
most  encounte red  i n  the  work  of  a  pes t  cont ro l  opera to r  a re  a  redd i sh  brown .
 

F leas  have  wel l  deve loped  musc les  i n  the  h ind  l imbs  and  a  un ique  ske le ta l
s t ruc tu re  which  a re  spec ia l  adapta t ions  fo r  j ump ing .   F leas  have  no  wings
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A  s ing le  f ema le  i s  capab le  of  produc ing  seve ra l  hundred  eggs  i n  her
l i f e -span .  The  eggs  hatch  a f te r  about  a  week  and  the  l eg less ,  whi te  th read
l i ke  l a rvae  f eed  on  organ ic  waste  i nc lud ing  und iges ted  b lood  and  exc re ta  l e f t
by  adu l t  f l eas .

F leas  wi l l  of ten  go  unnot iced  unt i l ,  towards  Augus t  and  September ,  e i the r  peop le
a re  b i t ten  or  pets  beg in  to  su f fe r .   When  ve ry  hungry ,  f l eas  wi l l  j ump  onto  peop le
(not  the i r  pre fe r red  hos t )  f eed  a  l i t t l e  on  b lood ,  then  l eap  of f  aga in  to  awa i t  a
more  su i tab le  hos t .  B i tes  to  humans  can  cause  i n tense  reddened  i r r i t a t ion  a round
a  cent ra l  red  spot  which  can  l a s t  fo r  up  to  2  days .   F i r s t  b i tes  a re  not  usua l l y
respons ib le  fo r  se r ious  reac t ions  a l though  subsequent  ones  may  l ead  to
hypersens i t i v i t y  among  some  peop le .

A f te r  about  2 -3  weeks  the  l a rvae  beg in  to  sp in  cocoons  i n  which  they  pupate .
I t  i s  thought  tha t  up  to  50%  of  a l l  sk in  d iseases  su f fe red  by  ca ts  and  dogs  a re
caused  by  a l le rg ic  reac t ions  to  f l ea  b i tes  which  a t tack  a l l  pets  a t  one  t ime  or
anothe r  dur ing  the i r  l i f e .  F leas  a re  capab le  of  sp read ing  se r ious  d isease .  The  most
c r i t i ca l  of  these  be ing  the  i n fec t ious  Bubon ic  p lague ,  t r ansmi t ted  to  man  by  the
rodent  f l ea  tha t  ca r r i es  the  causa t i ve  bac i l lus  f rom  i n fec ted  r a t s .  Th is  f l ea  i s
respons ib le  fo r  ca r ry ing  mur ine  t yphus .  Whi le  d isease  t r ansmiss ion  i s  s t i l l
p reva len t  i t  i s  now  the  case  tha t  f l eas  a re  cons ide red  more  of  an  i r r i t a t ion .

F lea  cont ro l  i s  bes t  d i rec ted  a t  the  f r ee - l i v ing  s tages ,  when  the  f l ea  i s  not  on  the
hos t .   Ef fec t i ve  cont ro l  means  ha l t ing  the  f l ea  l i f e  cyc le  r a the r  than  j us t  t rea t ing
the  adu l t  f l ea .
 

The  cor rec t  f l ea  cont ro l  measures  can  on ly  be  dec ided  once  the  l eve l  of
in fes ta t ion  has  been  dete rmined .  Other  poss ib le  hos ts  need  to  be  i den t i f i ed .  
B i rds ’  nes ts  fo r  i ns tance  a re  a  common  source  of  f l eas  outs ide  the  home .
 

Befo re  app ly ing  any  t rea tment ,  f l oo rs  and  fu rn i tu re  must  be  tho rough ly  c leaned
and  vacuumed .  Par t i cu la r  a t ten t ion  shou ld  be  g iven  to  pets ’  bedd ing  and  p laces
where  pets  f r equent .
 

Domest i c  pets  shou ld  a l so  be  regu la r l y  t rea ted  wi th  an  appropr ia te  ve te r ina ry
produc t .   I n fes ted  c lo th ing ,  beds  and  bedd ing  shou ld  be  des t royed  or  tho rough ly
c leaned  and  accumula t ions  of  debr i s  des t royed .
T rea tments  can  be  ca r r i ed  out  by  us ing  convent iona l  res idua l  i nsec t i c ides  or  wi th
a  combined  t rea tment  us ing  an  i nsec t  growth  regu la to r  ( IGR ) .  
Where  the  i n fes ta t ion  has  occur red  as  a  resu l t  of  a  rodent  prob lem,  su i tab le
rodent ic ides  shou ld  be  used .
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